
From:                                         Lee A Lockridge
Sent:                                           Friday, March 06, 2020 3:32 PM
To:                                               Broadcast_Law_Students; lawctr-alrt-l@listserv.lsu.edu
Subject:                                     Law Center: Update on COVID-19 Coronavirus Planning
 
Dear Law Center Community:
 
By now you should all have the message from Interim President Galligan that went out late this morning. If not, it is
coming soon. You may or may not have already also seen a general announcement about cancella�on of study abroad
programs. It was sent later today.
 
Following up on those messages, I wanted to share with you some more informa�on as we begin the weekend on where
we are at the Law Center in terms of planning for and monitoring COVID-19, aka the novel coronavirus, even though more
ques�ons than answers remain.
 
The Law Center—along with the rest of the University—is monitoring the news on the virus outbreak, and we at the Law
Center are engaged in planning processes for how to keep our educa�onal program on track and s�ll in compliance with
our accredita�on standards, as best we can, regardless of interrup�ons that may or may not come our way. I want you to
know we take the health and safety of our students, staff, and faculty very seriously; that will con�nue to be of
paramount importance as we move forward.
 
Unfortunately, our Lyon program is part of the study-abroad cancella�on that was just announced by LSU. We will be
unable to offer that program this year—it will be the first �me in over 30 years that we will not have a summer program
in France.
 
But with no confirmed cases of the virus in our local community now, and no other ra�onal reason to do otherwise, we
will proceed with our Spring classes and other opera�ons as usual. Keep calm and learn on.
 
The situa�on is dynamic, and no one plan of defined con�ngency ac�on steps for the Law Center or for individuals within
the Law Center community can be launched today. For now, we will con�nue our planning processes with a view toward
keeping opera�ons largely con�nuous for students and faculty (including through possible isola�on or quaran�ne and
campus closures), and with an eye always on the developing situa�on.  Specific planning for course con�nuity through
broad and distributed use of technology began on Monday.  We are also considering ways in which live client courses and
externships could be handled based on the nature of those ac�vi�es.  We are certainly making advance plans where we
are able to do so. 
 
What can you do in the mean�me? Please take precau�ons to avoid the spread of respiratory viruses—any respiratory
viruses. I will save the full list of precau�ons for another email, but for now I will remind you that you really should be
washing your hands A LOT. A�er all, it’s flu season, too. And don’t splash and dash when washing those hands. Please
listen to the CDC, which recommends washing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. And as noted by Interim
President Galligan in his email, other measures you can take include limi�ng close contact with others and disinfec�ng
common objects. These measures, plus limi�ng travel, are not just for you—they are things you can do to protect
everyone in your community—and our community.
 
More communica�ons and addi�onal informa�on related to this situa�on will con�nue to flow over the coming days. The
only way we have to reach all of you with these communica�ons is by email, so please con�nue to check your email daily.
 
All my best,
 
Dean Lockridge
 
 
 
Lee Ann Wheelis Lockridge
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