
Bar Exam Information for LL.M. Students 

Every year, a few of our LSU Law LL.M. students sit for state bar exams immediately after they graduate. 
However, it is the responsibility of the LL.M. student to familiarize him/herself with the requirements of 
the bar exam he/she wishes to take. Eligibility to sit for a particular state bar exam varies from state to 
state. Completion of the LL.M. degree in itself does not guarantee eligibility to take a bar examination. In 
some states, including New York, California, and Louisiana, the completion of an LL.M. degree along 
with certain other criteria will allow attorneys with a non-U.S. law degree to sit for the bar exam. 

Given the rapidness with which bar examination and admissions Rules can change, we encourage 
students to consult the particular website of the New York State Board of Law Examiners in addition to 
the websites of any other U.S. bar jurisdictions in which students are particularly interested in order to 
have the most accurate and up-to-date information. 

For more information, please refer to Chart 4 in the Comprehensive Guide to Bar Admissions 
Requirements published by the National Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE). 

New York Bar Examination 

New York Bar Skills Competency Requirement for Admission to the Bar – Applicable to students 
commencing the LL.M. in August 2018 or later  

This section summarizes the additional requirement for admission to the New York Bar found in Rule 
520.18; it does not displace an individual’s responsibility to read, understand, and comply with any of the 
NY Bar rules and regulations, including other eligibility and admissions requirements.  

Beginning in August 2018, candidates for admission to the New York bar must show competency to 
provide legal services in the state of New York in order to meet the Skills Competency and Professional 
Values Bar Admission Requirement under rule 520.18.  Please note that this requirement is a requirement 
for admission (finalizing bar membership) and is not a prerequisite for eligibility to take the New York 
bar exam. 

Applicants to the bar may satisfy this requirement by completing one of five separate pathways contained 
in §520.18. Pathways 1 through 3 focus on courses and work experiences completed during an applicant’s 
legal education, while pathways 4 and 5 allow an applicant to rely on practical experiences outside of law 
school.   

At this time, LSU LL.M. students must use pathways 4 and 5 (described in subsections 520.18(a)(4) 
or  520.18(a)(5) of the rule); these pathways allow candidates to establish competence before or after the 
LL.M. through legal apprenticeship or legal practice in the U.S. or another country prior to admission to 
the bar. Pathways 1 through 3 are not available to LSU Law LL.M. students.  

Pathway 4 (Apprenticeship) 

To satisfy the requirement under Pathway 4, an applicant must complete a six-month full-time 
paid or unpaid apprenticeship in a law office in the United States or in a law office in another 
country. The apprenticeship must be for a continuous six-month period and must start after the 
conclusion of the applicant’s first degree in law program. 



The apprenticeship must be under the supervision of one or more attorneys who have, for at least 
two years, been in good standing and authorized to practice law in the country, territory or 
commonwealth where the apprenticeship takes place.  

Pathway 5 (Practice in another jurisdiction) 

To satisfy the requirement under Pathway 5, an applicant who has been authorized to practice law 
in another U.S. jurisdiction or another country must submit proof that the applicant has been in 
good standing and practiced law in that jurisdiction full-time for at least one year or half-time for 
two years following the applicant's authorization to practice. Formal admission to another 
country’s bar is not a requirement under this pathway as long as all of other requirements are met. 

For additional details and to check for updates, please see the New York State Board of Law Examiners 
page. You may also want to consult FAQs for New York’s Skills Competency and Professional Values 
Bar Admission Requirement. 
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